Victorian Society – Bernese Oberland

All breakfasts and dinners included. Free soft drinks and beer minibar.

All travel from and back to Basel (unless otherwise stated) included 

Day 1 

Travel to Wengen

Meet up at 4.30pm at Basel railway station and join a high-speed service to Interlaken Ost. We then travel on narrow gauge lines, the Bernese Oberland Railway (BOB:1889-90) to Lauterbrunnen, and the Wengernalp Railway (WAB:1891-2) to Wengen. Check in at the Sunstar hotel very near the station. Dinner on arrival.

Day 2 

Steam on the Brienz Rothorn Railway; Lake Brienz paddle-steamer cruise

Train to Brienz via Lauterbrunnen and Interlaken, then join a steam train on the 800mm gauge Brienz Rothorn Railway (BRB), completed 1891 (and which provided the model for the Snowdon railway). We have arranged a private visit to the BRB depot and a talk about the railway. The line climbs 1,678m. (5,505ft) to Rothorn Kulm station, just below the summit. En route there are outstanding views of the mountains and the lake below. We also have arranged footplate rides – one person on each of the four legs (each of which is about 25/30 mins). This would be a very special experience but at an extra cost of £75 each: if over-subscribed we’ll hold a ballot – simply say if you’re interested and we can allocate places later). On return to Brienz mid-afternoon we have a cruise on a 1914 paddle-steamer along Lake Brienz to Interlaken, returning to Wengen by service trains. Alternatively you can get off at the first calling point and ride up Switzerland’s oldest funicular (1879) to the hotel at Giessbach (c.CHF 3 or 4) and walk behind the grand waterfalls: return on a conventional boat to Interlaken and thence back by train.
Day 3

Free day, although I propose, if the weather is good, train down to Lauterbrunnen, then the cablecar up to join in the Grütschalp railway which will bring us to the car-free village of Mürren. We walk through the village and to take the cablecar to the summit of the Schilthorn, a 2,970m-high mountain from where there are fabulous views of the high Alps (discounted to c.CHF 40 using your Bernese Pass). It is named Piz Gloria after the location of the James Bond, On Her Majesty’s Secret Service, released in 1969. Take a coffee or a bite to eat in the restaurant which revolves 360 degrees in 55 minutes. In the afternoon, you can get, via cablecar and post bus, to the Trümmelbach Falls (c.11 CHF), a truly unique and extraordinary series of ten glacier-fed waterfalls inside the mountain, made accessible by a tunnel-lift.

Day 4 

Water, water everywhere! Excursion to the Reichenbach Falls and Aare Gorge

Train via Kleine Schneidegg to Grindelwald where we pick up the post bus for a spectacular mountain ride to the Reichenbach Falls (of Sherlock Holmes fame) and then walk the spectacular, kilometre-long Aare Gorge, cut by glacial meltwater at the end of the Ice Age. Then why not indulge in a meringue in Meiringen which gave its name to this delight. Return to Wengen by train via Interlaken.

Day 5 

Excursion to Jungfraujoch & ‘Top of Europe’  

A highlight in our programme is the amazing Jungfraujoch railway to the ‘Top of Europe’. Non-mountaineers can only reach the Jungfraujoch by travelling on the metre-gauge Jungfrau railway through a 7.3 km-long tunnel, a significant engineering achievement, fully opened after over a decade’s work in 1912. Train to Kleine Scheidegg where we join a JB train and travel to the highest railway station in Europe (11,332ft). The train stops twice at intermediate points where there are large windows in the rock face for passengers to admire the views. The ‘Top of Europe’ is a high-altitude building connected to the underground Jungfraujoch station by a tunnel and includes several restaurants, where we can obtain lunch, and a permanent exhibition about the Jungfrau Railway and the Alps. Return to Kleine Scheidegg, then take a different route back to Wengen. We travel train to Grindlewald Grund station where pick up gondola cablecars on world’s second longest cableway (6.07km: opened 1978) to the Männlichen mountain above Wengen. Descend by cablecar.

Day 6 

Free day with many possibilities (all transport to the following for free using your pass) – a trip to Bern or Luzern, or visit the fine castles at Spiez and Thun (admissions to pay). Or visit the summit of the Niesen mountain by funicular and have spectacular mountain views. If you curtail your steamer trip on Day 2 to visit the Giessbach Falls, you could make it up on this day with a 1906 vessel on Lake Thun: I can tell you what, when and how.

Day 7 

Excursion to Schynige Platte 

Train to Wilderswil, between Lauterbrunnen and Interlaken, to join the Schynige Platte railway. This 800mm-gauge electric rack railway (opened 1893), climbs to the station at 6,453ft through forests and pastures providing fine views, eventually revealing the Eiger, Mönch and Jungfrau mountains to the south. Schynige Platte is famous for its superb wildflower Alpine garden, established in the 1920s with 650 native species. It should also be possible to visit Grindelwald after lunch and go up the 5km First gondola cableway (to 7,610ft) with more astonishing views of the high mountains. 

Day 8 

Return to UK

Trains to Interlaken, then express train to Basel.
